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8 IR, 


T H E dedicatory language is generally 
the language of flattery ; but I feel 


as little Inclination to offer, as you would 
be to receive adulation. I requeſt per- 
miſſion to dedicate this treatiſe on ulcers 
to you, from a conviction that your ex- 
perience in the art of ſurgery, for fifty 
years, enables you to judge of the advan- 
tages of the new methods introduced. 


You have candidly tried the doctrines 
contained in the former editions of this 
little performance, and in our converſa- 
tions, while I purſued my ſtudies at the 
univerſity, you generouſly acknowledged, 
their utility, | 

Your 


DEDICATION, 


Your unſolicited approbation gave me 
pleaſure, and added freſh vigor to thoſe 
profeſſional improvements, which have 
occupied my whole life. It is from your 


friendly advice, and the hopes of ſerving 


ſociety, that this edition, with many im- 
provements, makes its preſent appearance. 


May mankind long receive your ineſti- 


mable ſervices ; and may you long enjoy 


that reputation to which your great merit 
in the art of ſurgery, is fo juſtly entitled. 


Theſe, Sir, are the ſincere wiſhes of, 


Your moſt obedient kamble ſervant, 


Wu. ROWLEY. 


Harley-Strect, 
Cavendiſh- Square, 
April 26, 1786, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


S the common treatment of ulcer- 
ated legs is often unſucceſsful, and 
frequent relapſes after a ſuppoſed cure 
the conſequence ; it is ſurpriſing no me- 
thods ſuperior to thoſe in common eſti- 
mation have been adopted, to render their 
cure more permanent. Perhaps, ſervile 
obedience to an erroneous authority, pre- 
judices practitioners in ſurgery, and ren= 
ders them inactive in the purſuit of im- 
provements, eaſily attainable, by applying 
more ſtudiouſly to the effects of internal 
remedies in the cure of chirurgical diſ- 
eaſes, 


VaRious chirurgical caſes might re- 
ceive advantage from a judicious internal 
treatment, but none with greater certainty 


than ulcerated legs. The province of 


ſurgery being, principally, external dreſ- 
ſlings, or manual operation; the eſſential 
a requiſites 
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requilites for medical practice are too fre- 
quently neglected; a few general medi- 
cines are applied without any preciſe re- 
gard to individual indications; or, what 
is of greater conſequence, contra-indica- 
tions, 


IT is poſſible, by great induſtry, with- 
out extraordinary genius, to become emi- 
nent in anatomy, chemiſtry, botany, mid- 
wifery, or natural and experimental pbi- 
laſoply; but not any one of theſe de- 
partments of art or ſcience, taken fingly, 
ever conſtituted an accompliſhed practical 
phyſician. It is the happy combination 
of the whole, joined with an ardent love 
for the profeſſion ; long experience, and 
a ſuperior capability of clear reaſoning, 
that produce excelle:;:e in the healing 
art. 


A CIRCUMSCRIBED knowledge, there- 
fore, ſhould produce diffidence, it ſhould 
ſtudy more or practice leſs: but the re- 
verſe is too commonly obſerved. In- 
ferior and confined ſcience, aſſuming 
the air of wiſdom, determines with raſh- 

nets, 
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neſs,, and ſupports error with clamorous 
obſtinacy : while minds the moſt culti- 
vated by learning, genius, and medita- 
tion, ſuppoſe the poſſibility of human er- 
ror; they contemplate with caution, and 


conclude with modeſty. 


THz prejudices of education are nu- 
merous in the art of medicine; they are 
ingrafted; when the inexperienced mind 
is incapable of judging, and they often 
increaſe, unſuſpected, with riper years. 
They ſometimes appear to originate in 
the lectures of theoretical profeſſors who 
never, or lightly, practiced the art: or 
amongſt others of great practice without 
a ſcientific and learned education; for 
both are equally incapable of training 
young minds to uſeful knowledge, It is 
the junction of a true theory, experience 
and reflection, that gives ſolidity to the 
art. Every future day's obſervation ſhould 
be exerted to diſcover and correct the er- 
rors of the former: for prejudices are 
eaſily contracted; but with great diffi- 
culty eradicated. . 
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INNUMERABLE fallacies obtain pre- 


ſent protection, and future ſupport ; 


through an early and continued neg-— 


ligence in ſearching for truth. Indo- 


lent mediocrity perfectly ſatisfies the vul- 
gar majority; but mediocrity never pro- 
duces any thing excellent. Its utmoſt 


bounds, only expands to the peaceable 


attainment of doctrines already known, 
or received. To critically examine, or 
improve the arts, to ſeparate truth from 
conjecture, or hypotheſis from demonſtra- 
tion, are objects, much beyond the extent 
of its narrow comprehenfion : to flatter 
and be flattered in the gtroſſeſt abſurdities, 
is its higheſt ambition, Mediocrity, if 
ever rouſed to exerciſe its faculties, it is 
commonly in ſupprefling that ſuperior ex- 
cellence in others, which the confined li- 
mits of its own capacity, is incapable, or 
unwilling to comprehend. Theſe ſubjects 
are more amply diſcuſſed in another work ; 


their cauſes are traced, and their baneful 
effects demonſtrated, * 


* In the Schola Medicine univerſalis nova. 
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A PREJVvDICE has univerſally ſpread its 
influence amongſt the chirurgical practi- 
tioners in this country, “ that ulcerated 
« Legs ſhould rarely be cured: they have 
& been conſidered as a ſalutary drain to the 
* conſtitution; predutiive of health and 
de /ong life.” If ſuch doctrines were true, 
mankind ſhould be congratulated on the 
firſt acquiſition of a ſtinking painful ſore : 
the ſurgeons too, attached to theſe abſur- 
dities, might remain for ever in the un- 
diſturbed poſſeſſion of a branch of prac- 
tice ; which has always been conſidered 
extreamly lucrative; were not the eaſe 
and happineſs of mankind ſuperior to ſuch 
conſiderations, 


Tusk doctrines, it is hoped, will be 
clearly proved erroneous ; not only by ra- 
tional arguments; but what is. far more 
concluſive; by innumerable facts of old 
patients cured after all the common me- 
thods had failed: the means, likewile, 
by which theſe ſalutary effects have been 
produced, ſhall be faithfully communi- 
cated, | 
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Tre received methods of treating ul- 
cers, it might be expected, had ſome con- 
cluſive and uncontrovertable authority for 
its baſis. A doctrine ſo prevalent, main- 
tained with ſuch furious zeal, might be 
imagined to originate in a variety of in- 
dubitable facts. From the violent oppo- 
fition, any rational attempts to improve 
this branch of the healing art, meets; an 
undiſcerning ſpectator would conclude, 
thouſands have periſhed by attempting 
the cure of ulcers, and that the hiſtory 
of medicine teemed with the diſmal nar- 
rations of the unhappy ſufferers. An im- 
partial examination of the ſubject, how- 
ever, will abſolutely demonſtrate the con- 
trary. 


Ix the proſecution of this enquiry, the 
Greeks, Romans, Arabians, and Moderns 
have been carefully conſulted ; but not 
one ſelf evident propoſition appears, worthy 
of attention, in defence of the ſuppoſed 
dangerous tendency of curing ulcers; at 
leaſt, not a ſingle inſtance applicable to the 
new mode of treatment. 
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Tux doctrines, therefore, ſo univerſally 
eſtabliſhed, ſo univerſally credited, have 
no decided foundation to ſupport them, 
either ancient or modern, From whence 
did they originate * From Mr. Samuel 
Sharp, chiefly, before long experience had 
ripened his judgment, He was a genius 
of the firſt rank in ſurgery ; but, perhaps, 
too precipitate in his deciſions on medical 
practice, The juſt and high reputation 
he acquired in the former branch ren- 
dered him aſſuming in the latter. Man- 


kind, who cannot be judges of medical 


abilities, experiencing his admirable ſkill 
in operations, naturally concluded him 
equally excellent in every department of 
medicine. His treatiſe on operations 
was well written, and well received. An 
extenſive practice afforded little leiſure 
for future corrections; and his writings 
become an introduction to all the junior 
{tudents in ſurgery. They read with avi- 
dity, and ſuppoſed his doctrines infallible. 
To ſeparate truth from its ſemblance re- 
quires more diſcernment than falls to the 
lot of ſtudents in general, 
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To give, however, the greateſt latitude 
to the principles . of the ingenious Mr. 
Sharp; let it be: ſuppoſed that in his 
defective methods of cure, that difficulty 
was experienced, and danger juſtly ap- 
prehended ; yet it does not follow, that 
all other modes are equally exceptionable. 
The introduction of oppoſite modes of 
treatment may produce oppoſite conſe- 
quences. What might be difficult or 
dangerous in Mr. Sharp's mode might be 
the reverſe with other practitioners, from 
a diſſimilarity in the management of the 
diſeaſe. In Mr. Sharp's method, the 
cauſes of ulcers were never removed from 
the habit; but in the new modes they 
are; conſequently the ſuppoſed danger- 
ous tendency of the former, is probably 
removed by the latter. In the common 
methods the acrimonious ſtate of the 
blood was little conſidered ; but in the 
new, the blood is rendered mild and 
balſamic. In the former, the original 
cauſes remaining in the conſtitution re- 
lapſes were frequent, in the latter the 
root of the evil is exterminated, and a 

return 
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HE moſt common and authoriſed 
practice, in the cure of ulcerated 
legs, is to inſiſt on ref, and an horizontal 
poſition; at the ſame time purges and 
other remedies, according to the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe, are univerſally given. 
It is not uncommon for ſome patients 
to undergo ſalivation; by which methods, 
and proper dreſſings, many receive a tem- 
porary cure. To prevent a relapſe (eſpe- 
cially in thoſe ulcers which have been of 
long ſtanding) it is uſual to produce an ar- 
tificial diſcharge, by means of an Iſſue: 
but in general, thoſe perſons who are ex- 
poſed to any laborious exerciſe, ſeldom ex- 
perience the cure to continue ſound : for 
the cauſes of the complaint not being era- 
dicated, by proper medicines and diet, 
B from 
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from the conſtitution, on uſing their for- 


mer exerciſe, the ulcer commonly breaks 
out again. 


TIs is well known by hoſpital ſurgeons 
as a fact, who often receive the fame patients 
annually, Whoever will examine a num— 
ber of theſe caſes relieved in the above me- 
thods, which is the common practice of the 
hoſpitals in general, will be well convin— 
ced of the truth of what is advanced. 
The following quotation from Mr. Sharp 
will give a perfect idea of the preſent mode 
of practice in the cure of ulcerated legs. 
6% Bleeding and other evacuations will be 
& ſerviceable, and above all things, Re/?, 
« and a Horizontal Poſition ; which laſt 
* circumſtance is of ſo great importance 
© to the cure of ulcerated legs, that un- 
te leſs the patient will conform to it /{r267- 
«* /y, the fill of the ſurgeon will avail 
© nothing; for as the indiſpoſition of 
« theſe. ſores is in ſome meaſure owing to 
{© the gravitation of the humours down= 
« wards, it will be much more benefi- 
« cial to lie along, than to fit upright, tho' 
« the leg be laid on a chair, fince, even 
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in this poſture, they will deſcend with 
more force than if the body was reclined. 


« Urcers of many years ſtanding are 
very difficult of cure; and in old peo- 
ple the cure is often dangerous, fre- 
quently exciting an A/i>ma, a Diarrhea, 
or Fever, which deſtroys the patient, 
unleſs the fore breaks out again ; ſo that 
it is not altogether adviſeable to attempt 
the cure in ſuch caſes, but only the re- 


duction of them into better order and 


leſs compaſs, which, if they be not 
malignant, is generally done with Ref, 
and proper care. The cure of thoſe in 
young people may be undertaken with 
more ſafety, but we often find it neceſ- 
fary to raiſe a ſalivation to effect it, tho', 
when compleated, it does not always 
laſt, ſo that the proſpect of cure in 
ſtubborn old ulcers, at any time of life, 
is but indifferent,” 


BLEEDING and other evacuations are 


certainly ſerviceable in the cure of ulcers 
of the legs in plethoric conſtitutions, and 
inflammatory caſes ; but a variety of cir- 
cumitances conſtantly occur, which require 


2 a dif- 
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a different and oppoſite treatment : there- 
fore bleeding and evacuations, if too ge- 
nerally applied, might do miſchief. Ope- 
rating ſurgeons ſeldom ſtudy, deeply, the 
ſcience of medicine, and therefore are not 
competent to anſwer its various purpoſes 
in practice ; of courſe they ſhould be more 
cautious in preſcribing than they generally 
are, and likewiſe more circumſpect in 
forming a judgment on the medical im- 
provements of others, 


M. Samuel Sharp was a moſt excellent 
and humane ſurgeon ; his works on opera- 
tions, taken generally, are ſuperior to any 
this country has produced ; but whoever, 
poſſeſſed with true medical ſcience, exa- 
mines his pharmaceutic remedies in ſurgi- 
cal caſes with unprejudiced judgment, will 
have little reaſon to extol his ſcientific 
knowledge in this uſeful branch : the 
fame obſervation will be often applicable 
to many of the moſt ſkilful operating 
ſurgeons. If, however, well-educated ſur- 
geons would apply to the ſtudy of medi- 
cine, they may, undoubtedlv, become very 
Kilful phyficians : for the very eſſence of 


all 
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all phyſiological reaſoning being princi- 


pally founded in anatomical demonſtration, 
with which every ſurgeon ſhould be inti- 
mately acquainted, it follows, that a ſur- 
geon, by early application, and a cloſe at- 
tention on the ſick in hoſpitals, may be- 
come very expert in medical practice; but 
a neglect of theſe advantages renders a ſur- 
geon's knowledge very circumſcribed, ex- 
cept in his own particular department. 
Hence the branches of medicine mutually 
aſſiſt each other; manual operation be- 
longs to ſurgery, rules of diet, and the 
direction of internal remedies, ariſing from 
deep reflection on cauſes and effects on the 
human conſtitution, are the immediate 
conſiderations of practical phyſic. A par- 
tial knowledge, however, cannot anſwer 
the important objects of medicine in any 
branch; it is an extenſive attainment of 
the whole ſcience, which alone can qua- 
lify a man for practice, and every ſurgeon 
thus accompliſhed is in reality a phyſician; 
though he may not have paſſed the regular 
forms of education. 


As to hing in bed during the cure, 


(with all reſpect due to a practitioner of 


ſuch 
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ſuch great merit) I muſt beg leave to be of 
a contrary opinion, for the reaſons before- 
mentioned; i. e. the patient, after keep- 
ing his bed two or three months, by the 
aſſiſtance of the common remedies, or ſa- 
livation, the ulcers are ſuppoſed to be cu- 
red ; but on uſing exerciſe, they moſt com- 
monly return to their former painful ſtate, 
and render patients fully as miſerable as be- 
fore the cure was attempted. This is a prin- 
cipal objeclion to the common mode of 
practice; but in the methods of cure 
which have proved ſucceſsful for twenty- 
five years, the patients are very rarely lia- 
ble to a relapſe; becauſe they are ordered 
to uſe moderate exerciſe during the cure, 
and by internal remedies the cauſes of theſe 
obſtinate complaints are attempted to be 
removed, 


MR. Sharp's doctrine is equally errone- 
ous; when he aſſerted, probably from a 


blind obedience to authority, faſhion, or 


from obſervation of his own defective me- 
thods of treatment, ** hat the cure in eld 
pecple is fo very difficult, or that it produces 
Vilma, Diarrhea, or Fever; experience 
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in a multiplicity of ſuch caſes proving di- 
rectly the contrary. Such a doctrine might 
have been formerly an excellent ſtratagem 
to create annuities at the expence of pa- 
tients, but had no foundation in truth, If 
numberleſs facts, drawn from long expe- 
rience of patients having been radically 
cured of old ulcers, from the age of fifty 
to ſeventy and upwards, may be admitted 


as demonſtrations againſt a viſionary hypo- 


theſis; ſo many might be produced, as 
would infallibly overthrow the doctrine, 
and convince the unprejudiced, that it was 
founded in abſolute falſehood. If, beſide 
the happineſs of old painful ulcers being 
radically cured, it can be clearly proved, 
the conſtitutions of patients have been 
conſiderably amended, by correcting the 
vitiated ſtate of the blood, and that neither 
diarrhæa, fever, or any other diſeaſes are the 
conſequences of the cure; it will require 
very little reflection, amongſt humane and 
ſenſible practitioners in medicine, to deter- 
mine, whether old and falſe doctrines ſhould 
not be aboliſhed, and new facts and de- 
monſtrations, if true, univerſally eſtabliſhed 
and purſued, 


Tre 
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Tux reducing ulcers into“ better order 

« end leſs compaſs, by means of reſt and care,” 
can anfwer very little purpoſe, unleſs the pa- 
tient ſhould keep his bed during life, which 
remedy moſt will think worſe than the 
diſeaſe ; however, theſe rules, ſo poſitively 
laid down by Mr. Samuel Sharp, have 
proved an excellent excuſe for the ineffi- 
cacy of the common practice, and deter- 
red many ſurgeons from attempting the 
cure in old people in general, and very fre- 
quently in other caſes, where the cure 
might have been eaſily effected, without 
any inconvenience whatever to the patient. 
The doctrines of Mr. Sharp, ſhould ſeem 
only applicable, where an ama, diarrhea, 
or fever pre · exiſted. Salivation, in theſe 
caſes, is very abſurd in general, and even 
cruel, were the caſe venereal ; for ſuch a 
powerful mercurial courſe, will greatly 
weaken and relax the moſt athletic and 
ſtrong ; in the more tender and delicate con- 
ſtitutions, the effects might be dangerous; 
but what renders this practice ſtii] more 
diſagteeable is, that it does not in general 
prove ſucceſsful ; this Mr. Sharp himſelf 
acknow- 
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acknowledges. I have ſeen a number 
of patients ſalivated in theſe caſes, and to 
all appearance cured ; yet in a ſhort time 
after, the ſores have broken out again, and 
the patients have been under as unhappy 
circumſtances as before the cure was at- 
tempted : beſides, the conſtitution has been 
deſtroyed in a great meaſure, by this fruit- 
leſs and unſucceſsful attempt ; which in 
ſome inſtances, no means whatever, after 
this ſevere courſe, could repair. 


The procuring an artificial diſcharge by 
opening an iflue, notwithſtanding it is 
almoſt univerſally preſcribed, may be ſafe- 
ly excluded from practice ; if the methods 
of cure, hereafter recommended, be can- 
didly purſued. The trifling diſcharge of 
an iſſue is very inconſiderable; though 
many of the profeſſion are of opinion, 
ſomething very eſſential is obtained by this 
means, It is imagined, when an old 
ulcer js cured, the conſtitution has 
been ſo much uſed to a diſcharge, that 
unleſs we aſſiſt nature by an iſſue, 
there will be a tranſlation of matter to 
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ſome more noble part, as the brain, ar the 


lungs, &c. it likewiſe prevents their break- 


ing out again. Theſe opinions, though very 
common and plauſible, are produced from 
falſe theory, or ariſe from the defective 
modes of treatment. I have never known 
a ſingle inſtance of any accident happening 
after the cure of ulcers, in thouſands of 
caſes ; the major part of which had been 


unſucceſsfully treated at our hoſpitals in 


town; but the new methods being oppo- 
lite to thoſe in common uſe, may, in ſome 
meaſure, account for this. Beſides, pa- 
tients, in general cannot be happy; for ſome- 
times, the pain occaſioned by the iſſue, is 
Equal to the ulcer, when in its worſt 
ſtate; in which caſe it muſt be immaterial 
to the patient, whether he has the ulcer or 
the iſſue to torment him. Nume- 
rous obſervations on the practice of o- 
thers, prove, that iſſues do not anſwer 
the end expected; for the ulcer has re- 
lapſed. If an iſſue could be of ſervice, I 
would adviſe it to women after the cure, 
between the age of thirty-four and fifty, 
for reaſons ſo obvious to practitioners, 
they nced not be mentioned, If, however, 

a com- 
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a compliance with the practice of making 
iſſues on theſe occaſions renders patients 
happier, as iſſues cannot do miſchief, let 
them enjoy this ſuppoſed relief. I muſt 
declare, I have never uſed them after the 
cure of old ulcers ; and am quite convin- 
ced of their infignificance, unleſs in thoſe 
conſtitutions that have a dropſical ten- 


dency. 


SOME ſurgeons, conſidering the ulcer of 
the legs a ſocal Gileaſe, * ſuppoſe the 
conſtitution of the patient not affected. 
If by the term /oca/ they mean a diforder 
affecting any particular part, as the legs, 
the breaſts, the lips, or any other part of 
the body, without its producing any change, 
or effect whatever in the general conſtitu- 
tion; it is denied, that ulcers of the legs, 
or any other part, are local diſeaſes of this 
claſs. If they mean only an external diſ- 
order; it is denied, that any external com- 
plaint, diſcharging a fœtid, acrimonious, 


* The definition of /:ca/ ſhould ſeem to be, a diſ- 
order of any part or place of the body, independent 


= of the general habit. 
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or purulent pus, can exiſt without con- 
taminating, in ſome degree, the general 
habit: hence the application of oint- 
ments, dreſſings, bandage, or any other ex- 
ternal means, which belong to the depart - 
ment of {urgery, will not ſecurely eradicate 
a diſeaſe ravaging in the conſtitution, and of 
which the ulcer is ſometimes evidently a 
mere ſymptom. 


IF an anatomiſt, diſſecting a putrid 
ſubject, ſhould receive the ſlighteſt ſcratch, 
by any putridity from the ſubject he diſſects; 
the misfortune frequently terminates, by a 
putrid fever, in death. 


Ir the matter of the puſtules from the 
ſmall- pox be applied to a ſmall puncture, 
the diſorder is received, and produces its 
regular ſtages in the conſtitution. 


Ir a puncture, even by the blunt part of 
a needle, be received in the finger or thumb, 
and the perſon ſhould have a virulent go— 
northœa, and indiſcreetly preſs the affected 
part to examine the ſtate of the diſcharge, 


the conſequence has been an inflammation 


of the lymphatic veſſels of the arm, and a 
tumor of the glands of the arm, or axilla. 
Mip— 


* * 8 * 
Mg ee 
6 a # % b - * 7 
4 1 * 3 1 


1 Th pow 1 2 , 4 _ "oy 4 2 Ic * 25 2 . ＋ 
0 — 7 oF - , 1 — ** 
. A ** | "Rs OS? 


ULCERS of the LEGS, &c. 13 


Mipwivts have received the venereal 
infection by the ſame means. 


Fevers of the moſt malignant kind in 
the Weſt-Indies, I have known to be com- 
municated from a ſcratch in the finger, 
with which the pulſe has been felt, 


IT is proved, that garlick, oil of 
turpentine, and other things of a peculiar 
odor, when rubbed on the feet or hands, 
will ſenfibly affect the breath, and the ſmell 


of the urine, 


SEVERAL ſubtle poiſons, from the bites 
of animals, and mercury, are conveyed 
into the habit by means of the abſorbent 


ſyſtem. 


ALL theſe, and many other effects, 
ariſe from the abſorbing power of the 
abſorbent veſſels. 


Ir ſuch evident effects are produced by 
things injurious, and others merely inno- 
cent, it naturally follows, that: 


THE 
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Tu acrimonious matter of a ſcorbutic 
or {crophulous ulcer, may ſend into the 
habit ſome of its irritating fomes. 


TuAr a putrid ulcer may carry into 
the human conſtitution ſome of its putrid 
effects. 


TrnarT a venereal ulcer may tranſmit 
ſome of its virulence into the habit. 


THAT a cancerous ulcer may convey, 
by ſimilar means, ſome of its dreadful 
corroding qualities, and produce an hectic 


fever. 


Tuar abſceſſes and ulcers may be pro- 
duced, by an abſorption of the matter 
cauſing the ſmall-pox, venereal diſeaſe, or 
even putrid malignant fevers and peſtilence. 


Te, therefore, the preceding fats be 
ſtrictly true, which will be acknowledged 
by every learned and unprejudiced man in 


the profeſſion, what doubt can romain &* 
the 
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the poſſibility of an abſorption of ſome 


part of the ulcerous diſcharge, into the 


conſtitution ? It muſt, therefore appear, 
whatever vitiated change in the con- 
ſtitution be ſufficient to produce an ulcer, 
and continue its effects for years; that the 
matter of the ulcer, in its turn, may vitiate 
the whole habit; and thus, by a reci- 
procity of action, from the ulcer to the 
conſtitution, and from the vitiated fluids 
to the ulcer, the effects may continue, 
and this reaſoning, perhaps, explains the 
cauſe of ulcers remaining ſo many years. 


Ir the preceding reaſons be not ſuf 
ficient to convince mankind, and nothing 
but the moſt determined obſtinacy, or ig- 
norance, can deny their rationality ; other 
reaſons might be adduced, which may add 
weight to thoſe already advanced. 


ULczRs create pain, and pain produces 
uneaſy ſenſations in the mind; a perturbated 
mind will diſturb the natural functions of 
the body : hence ariſe indigeſtion, feveriſh 
heats, and a vitiated chyle: from a vitiated 
chyle, an acrimonious ſtate of the blood; 


and 
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and from theſe ſources, all the functions, 
ani mal, vital, or natural, may, in various 
degrees, be changed from a ſound ſtate ; and 
it the abſorption of any acrimonious, pu- 
rulent, or putrid matter be added; who can 
be ſo blind as not perceive, that the con- 
ſtitution may materially ſuffer, under the 
affliction of what may be called a local diſ- 
eaſe, and that remedies adminiſtered to 
remove the cauſe from the conſtitution, 
muſt be the moſt rational mode of pro- 
ceeding? But what ſhould confirm the 
whole reaſoning is, that it has been ac» 
knowledged, a perfect cure is not expe- 
rienced by the common methods: yet 
changing the conſtitution by diet and re- 
medies, has proved, in numerous inſtan- 
ces, a radical cure; not only of the ulcer, 
but has rendered the patient's habit, ever 
after, healthful. 


Tae cure of ulcers, therefore, cannot 
rationally be attempted by any narrow, 
confined mode; but ſhould be accommo=- 
dated to many circumſtances of age, ſea- 
ſon of the year, particular diet and conſti- 
:2tion of each individual, a conſideration 


of 
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of the cauſes of the diſeaſe, its effects, 
and conſequences ; the judicious choice of 
medicines, dreſſings and bandage ; all 
which ſhall be explained in the ſubſequent 
part of this treatiſe. 


Of ULCERS in general. 


A SOLUTION of continuity, with 
loſs of ſubſtance, in any part of the body, 
diſcharging pus, ichor, or ſanies, is called 
an ulcer. | 


AN ulcer is either fimple, or complicated, 


THE ulcer, denominated imple, origi- 


nates, in general, from ſome external in- 
jury; as contuſion, abraſion, exciſion, or 


corroſion. 


Tur complicated ulcer ariſes from ſome 


diſeaſe already in the conſtitution ; as the 


marine, or land ſcurvy, rickets, the dropſy, 
the ſcrophula, lues venerea, or cancer. A 
ſimple ulcer, likewiſe, from internal cauſes, 


may become complicated. The ſimple re- 


cent ulcer, therefore, may be termed idio- 
pathic; the complicated ulcer ſymptomatic, 


D On 
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On the Cauſes of ULCERS. 


THE recent ſimple ulcer has no very 
remote cauſe, as it ariſes from ſome ſud- 
den accident : but the complicated ulcer 
has many different and remote cauſes, ac- 
cording to its particular ſpecies. The 
proximate, or immediate cauſes of ulcers, 
are the laceration, exciſion, or corroſion of 
a greater, or leſs number of minute veſſels ; 
from the open mouths of which, ſerum, 
pus, ichor, or ſanies are diſcharged, 


Of the Seat of ULCERS. 


ULCERS are commonly ſeated in the 
tela celluloſa * An ulcer may, therefore, ex- 
tend to many difterent parts of the body, 
and be ſuperficial, or remotely ſeated ; may 
paſs through the interſtices of many muſ- 
cles, or not penetrate much deeper than 
the cutis, 


* The ulcers of the viſcera may, in ſome meaſure, 
be excepted ; but even in theſe caſes, as it has been 
demonſtrated, the viſcera themſelves are compoſed 
of the tcla celluloſa; ulcers of theſe parts may exiſt in 
the tela celluloſa. From the communication of the 
tela cclluloſa, purulent matter has paſſed from the 
thorax and abdomen to the extremities. 

Vide Phyſiolog. Halleri, Tom. I. 
Prog 
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Prognoſtics of ULCERS. 

ALL ſimple ulcers in their firſt appear- 
ance may, eafily, be cured. There would 
not be an old ulcer, were the diſcaſe ma- 
naged judiciouſly in its primitive ſtate. 


To ſuffer a recent ulcer to become in- 
veterate, is a diſgrace to the medical art : 
but this ariſes more from the neglect of a 
ſkilful internal treatment and regimen, 
than any real difficulty in the cure. 


CoMPLICATED, or old ulcers, are more 
tedious in cure; but theſe are ſafely healed 
by removing the cauſes from the conſtitution 
which gave them riſe : ſuch are, generally, 
the ſea or land ſcurvy, ſcrophula, lues ve- 
nerea, or any other diſeaſe which contami- 


nates the fluids. 


On the Cure of ULCERS. 


THE cure of all ulcers depends on 2 
good digeſtion, incarnation, and found ci- 
catriſfation. 


D 2 THESE 
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Tursx three ſtages of cure are, frequently, 
produced by the operations of nature, joined 
with ſimple dreſſings, in recent ulcers; but a 
ſkilful application of various modes of diet 
and remedies will alone ſucceed in remov- 
ing the complicated, or old ulcer, 


20 


Diet, Remedies and Dreſſings neceſſary in 
the [imple recent ULCER, 


Is plethoric conſtitutions, bleeding, ſa- 
line purges, and a moderate abſtinence, par- 
ticularly from /iquids, are to be preſcribed. 


In /ax habits, evacuations, or ſaline re- 
medies would be improper ; in which in- 
ſtances fonics may be uſeful. A dry diet 
is abſolutely proper in both caſes ; for as 
the increaſed effuſion of pus, ichor, or ſa- 
nies, will depend much on the veſſels be- 
ine diſten led by fluids; fo the dimimuticn 
of the contents of the veſſels will diminith 
the inflammation, the increaſed action ot 
their coats, and allay irritation, The in- 
flammatory ſtage of ſimple ulcers being 
removed, a glutinous pus ſucceeds, the 
ulcer daily incarns, and at laſt is cicatriſed, 


or ſkinned over. 
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SIMPLE recent ulcers, whether ſuper- 
ficial, or deeply ſeated, even with ſome tri- 
fling indiſpoſition in the habit, are, ſpeed- 
ily, cured, by 


BLEEDING, in plethoric conſtitutions. 


SALINE purgatives once or twice in the 
week. 


Ni rRous drinks. 


PROPER dreſſings and bandage, 


An abſtinence from liquids in a certain 
degree, and by avoiding all ſalt, acrimoni- 
ous, or ſtimulating diet. 


I. R. Sal. Glauber. vel Rupel. Zvj ſolve 
in infus, ſenæ ziij. bis in ſepti- 

mana ſumendus. 
In robuſt habits, or amongſt porter, or 
ale drinkers, a ſtronger purge is neceſſary. 


2. R. Pulv. jalap. gr. xv vel ©}. 


Sal. nitr. pulv. 
Crem. tart. aa 3ſs. m. ſemel, vel 


bis in ſeptimana ſumendus. 
In more delicate habits. 
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3. Be Infus. ſen. Fij. 
| Tart. ſolub. Zi. m. f. hauſtus, 


ſemel, vel bis in ſeptimana ſu- 


mendus. 


In females, where the menſes are ob- 
ſtructed; or in pallid habits. 


4. R. Pil. ex colocynth cum aloe 3j 
Calomel.,pp*. g“. ij. m. accurate, 
f. pilulæ No. vj capiat j, vel ij. 
alternis noctibus. 


For a common Drink to the Plethoric, 


5. R. Emulſionis commun. #3. 
Sal. nitr. 3j. m. 


6. R. Sal. nitr, vel prunell. 3ſs ſolve in 
aq. pur. bij. capiat coch. ij. 
vel iv, ter de die. 

In habitual coſtiveneſs. 

7. R. Elect. lenitiv. jiſs. 

Crem. tart. pulv. Ziij. 


Puly. rad. jalap. 3j. ſyr. ſimp. 
q. ſ. f. elect. cujus capiar. 


Q. N. M. ſemel, vel bis de die, 
vel ad libitum in conſtipatione. 
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In conſtitutions of a dropfical tendency, 
with a very dry diet, may be given, 


Pil. ex colocynth. cum aloe ad gr. vj. vel 
Elect. e ſcammon. ad 3s. 


As gentle laxatives, where no conſidera- 
ble evacuation is neceſſary, oil and manna, 
lenitive electuary, lac ſulphur, and magne- 
ſia; or cremor tartar, ſal Polychreſtus, or 
Tartarum ſolubile, and ſuch like remedies, 
may be recommended, merely, to prevent, 
or remove conſtipation. 


In cachetic habits; aloetic preparations, 
mercurials, or antimonial and mercurial 
alteratives, may be given in ſmall doſes, at 
proper diſtances, the pulv. mineralis, or 
chalybeates. 


In very lax habits, where the circula- 


tion is languid, bark and other fonics are 
uſeful. 


The external Treatment of recent and fimple 
ULCERS. 
In theſe ulcers a ſurrounding inflam- 
mation is a common ſymptom. 


* A compoſition of æthiops mineral and ſal. nitr. 


equal parts, well rubbed together, 
| FOR 
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For which emollient fomentations and 
cataplaſms are to be applied. 


Unguentum emolliens. 
8. R. Ol. mucilag. recent, vel ol. oliv. 
opt. iſs. 
Sperm. ceti 3if. vel Siiſs f. 
unguentum ſecundum artem. 


Tuts ointment, which is very ſimple 
and emollient, may be applied to any part 
ſwelled, or inflamed, twice in the day, 
The vegeto-mineral water is likewiſe uſe- 
ful. If, after ſome days, a well-digeſted 
matter ſhould not iſſue, which is a fign 
of acrimony in the conſtitution; to the 
ulcer itſelf may be applied. 


9. R. Merc. precip. rub, bene læ- 
vigat. 31, 

Ung. ex alth. vel cerat. alb. zij. 

f. unguentum; parum cujus 

parti affectæ applicandum 

ope lintei carpti, ſemel, vel 


bis de die. 


From a thin diſcharge, a thick gluti- 
nous pus ſucceeds; new red granulations 


gradually fill up the ſpace of the ſub- 


{tance 
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ſtance formerly loſt, until the ſurface of 


the ulcer is even with the ſkin, in which 
caſe the ceralum epulaticum is proper to 


cicatriſe the ſore, with light compreſs. 


Ir the caſe be obſtinate, internally, may 
be given remedies to correct the bad habit 
or in time the ulcer may become habitual. 


THe cauſes, therefore, in the conſtitu- 
tion ſhould be firſt aſcertained, why the 
ulcer does not heal: for theſe being 
clearly diſcovered, the cure of any recent 
ulcer will not be difficult. The ul- 
cer, however, continuing unhealed, is to 
be conſideted complicated. 


On Exerciſe in the Cure of ULCERS 
of the LEGS. 


THE conſtant practice in hoſpitals, it 
has been obſerved, is, to oblige patients to 
lie in bed, during the cure of ulcerated 
legs; but on uſing exerciſe, after this 
mode of treatment, the ſkin frequently 
breaks, a diſcharge iſſues, and a relapſe of 
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the ulcer is the conſequence. Ulcers of the 


legs commonly are ſeated upon, or near the 
tibia, frequently a little above the ancle; 
in which fituation moderate exerciſe has 
always been recommended, during the new 
methods of cure; at the ſame time 
internal remedies, and a proper diet, adapted 
to each individual, are preſcribed. Com- 
mon ſenſe, and a little reflection, unaſſiſted 
by deep medical ſcience, muſt perceive 
the utility of exerciſe when the cure is 
performing; for ulcers healing, while exer- 
ciſe is uſed, will be in no danger of relap- 
ſing: on the contrary, where lying in bed 
has been perſiſted in, a conſiderable time, 
on ſuddenly proceeding to muſcular motion, 
the diſeaſe has frequently returned. 


THERE are, however, circumſtances in 
which reſt may, for a certain time, be ne- 
ceſſary; in violent ſwellings and inflam- 
mations ; or if the ulcers ſhould be ſeated 
on the ſuperior part of the tendo Acbillis, 
or on the Gaftrocnema muſcles. The ab- 
breviation and extenſion of theſe muſcles are 
very confiderable, and cauſe no ſmall fric- 
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tion in thecellular ſubſtancecovering them, 


which is the ſeat of the ulcer : therefore 
during the incarnation of ulcers thus fitu- 
ated, the exerciſe ſhould he very mode- 
rate; but when the ulcer is, nearly, in a 
ſtate to cicatriſe, more exerciſe may be 
preſcribcd, to prevent the cicatrix forming 
itſelf into a contraCtion. 


ULcrss are, certainly, healed by reſt and 
the horizontal poſition much ſooner, than 
where exerciſe is preſcribed. The elongation 
of the minute veſlels, and the tender fibrillæ, 
forming the granulations, which fill up the 
ſpace occupied before by the ulcer, are leſs 
diſturbed : but a ceſſation of all muſcular 
motion, the warmth of the bed, an in- 
creaſed ſenſible, or inſenſible perſpiration, 
all contribute to render the muſcles re- 
laxed, and the fibres of the tela celluloſa 
faccid; from hence the leg frequently 
diminiſhes in ſize. The ulcer incarning 
during this diminiſhed and relaxed ſtate of 
the limb, is probably the cauſe of the re- 
lapſe. The muſcles, and other parts, which 
had been debilitated by a continuance in 
the warm bed, on returning again to their 


E 2 uſual 
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uſual motion, gradually reaſſume their 
former tone ; the circulation of the fluids 
is increaſed ; the lax flaccid parts become 
daily firmer ; the cells of the tela celluloſa 
are more diſtended, and the limb acquires 
its former dimenſions : but the loſt ſub- 
ſtance conſtituting the ulcer having been 
repaired during the relaxed and diminiſhed 
ſtate of the limb, the new tender parts 
cannot ſuſtain the ſhock of an unaccuſtom- 
ed friction, preſſure and diſtenſion. The 
tender fibrillæ, by being over-ſtretched, 
become lacerated; the ſkin breaks, and 
the cauſe of the former ulcer not having 
been eradicated, the diſeaſe, gradually, re- 
turns to its former diſagreeable ſtate. 


In the new mode of treatment, where 


moderate exerciſe 1s recommended, all 


theſe conſequences are prevented : for, 
the leg performing its uſual motions, 


and the wound healing up at the ſame 
time; the new parts ſupplied, become 
daily accuſtomed to various friction, preſ- 
jure, or diſtenſion, and heal up fo firmly; 
that no future exerciſe will lacerate the fi- 

| brillz 
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brillz of the regenerated fleſh ; nor will 
any thing but ſome external violence, or 
fever, reproduce the ulcer. In the former 
mode of proceeding, there ſeems a looſer 


coheſion of the regenerating particles; in 
the latter, a more compact and firmer at 


traction and coherence, after the cure is 
compleated. 


On the Uſe of BAND AGE. 


WHILE ulcers are incarning a ſimple 
roller is the beſt bandage : in the winter, it 
ſhould be made of ſoft thin flannel, and in 
the ſummer of thin callico, or linen. The 
breadth of the roller ſhould never exceed an 
inch and a half, or two inches. 


Ip there ſhould be a varix of the veins 
in conjunction with the ulcer, the whole 
leg ſhould be rolled up to, or above the 
knee. 


Ix rolling, ſome ſkill is required; it 
muſt be accommodated to the ſhape of 
the limb; fo that the roller ſhould lay 
ſmooth, and preſs equally on all the parts 
rolled. 


IN 
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In varices of the veins, the leg, but not 
the ulcer, may be moiſtened, previous to 
rolling, with the vegeto- mineral water; or 
with a weak ſolution of am in water, or 
vitriolum album; eſpecially in great debi- 
lity or relaxation. 


Tur roller ſhould be placed ſo ſkilfully, as 
never to occaſion pain, ſwelling, or inflam- 
mation by its tightneſs, nor become uſeleſs, 


from the want of a neceſſary preſſure. 
On COMPRESS. 
COMPRESSES are likewiſe uſeful 


in the cure of ulcers. In laxity and ſpon- 
gineſs of the ſurrounding parts; in the 
finuous ulcer: in thoſe little exuberances, 
called funguſſes, or, vulgarly, proud fleſh. 


Turst compreſſes may be compoſed of 
ſoft linen, or lint, repeatedly doubled; 
they may be dipped in the ſolutions recom- 
mended in varices of the veins, and their 
ſhapes ſhould be adapted to their various 
intentions. 


BAN - 
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BANDAGES and compreſſes, when judi- 
ciouſly - applied, greatly promote the cure 
of ulcerations ; and aſſiſt in ſupporting 
muſcular motion: in ſome œdematous, or 
dropſical ſwellings, however, and in very 
corpulent patients, they ſhould be cauti- 
ouſly uſed, or wholly omitted, 


Tronr bandage, likewiſe, is injurious 
in all inflammations, and inflammatory 
ſwellings, and where pain is the conſe- 
quence, it ſhould never be repeated. 


AFTER ulcers are perfectly cicatriſed, 
the bandage ſhould, for a conſiderable time, 
be continued, to prevent external injury, 
and a relapſe of the diſeaſe. 


WHERE the veins are varicous, or dila- 
ted preternaturally, a laced ſtocking ſhould 
be worn on the limb, for a long con- 
tinuance, 


On 
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32 
On complicated ULCERS. 


THE ſucceſsful cure of the ſimple ul- 
cer depends on the healthful ſtate of the 
patient's conſtitution 3; but when the flu- 
ids are acrimonious, and the ſolids in con- 
ſequence excited to a preternatural action; 
an ulcer will not incarn; for on the con- 
trary, often enlarges its dimenſions, and 
becomes, what is called, a complicated ulcer, 


A CcoMPLICATED ulcer, therefore, is 
an ulcer joined with ſome irritating cauſe ; 
either in the conſtitution, or adjacent parts, 
which retards its healing. 


Cauſes of complicated ULCERS. 


SOME irritating cauſes in the human 
habit are ſufficiently powerful to produce 
ulcers; as the anaſarcous dropſy ; the ſea 
or land ſcurvy; a putrid tendency of the 
fluids ; lues venerea; or cancer, &c. 


THERE are, likewiſe, other cauſes ; not 


indeed defigible, nor very eaſy to explain, 
except 
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except from their effects, which, though 
not capable of producing ulcers of them- 
ſelves, yet if any external violence ſhould 
abrade the ſkin, or any accidental wound, 
or bruiſe ſhould happen, an ulcer difficult 
of cure is the conſequence. The exami- 
nation of ulcers ariſing from what may be 
termed a bad habit of body, without any 
previous viſible diſeaſe, is worthy of conſi- 
deration. . | 

Faesn wounds from ſharp inſtruments 
heal immediately by the firſt intention, as 
it is called, in many ; yet ſimilar wounds 
in others, feſter, produce pain, inflamma- 
tion, tumors, ulcers, nay, even a mortifi- 
cation. 


ParTs of the body lacerated by vio- 
lent gun-ſhot wounds, with great loſs 
of parts, heal kindly in ſome: in o— 
thers the ſlighteſt wounds degenerate into 
incurable ulcers, gangrene, or mortifica- 
tion, 


I vave ſeen flight wounds in hot cli- 
mates, frequently, produce the locked jaw, 
Tp and 
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and terminate fatally ; while large wounds, 
even of the viſcera, or other parts proceed, 
favorably, through all the regular ſtages of 
healing. 


Tux ſame diſeaſes attack, and termi- 
nate in different people differently; to 
inveſtigate this individual variety, and 
trace out the ca- 65, well merit the at- 
tention of the reflecting phyſician. Re- 
ſearches of this nature, conducted with 
an acute penetration, profound and un- 
prejudiced reaſoning, and a nice diſcri- 
minating judgment; will 1aife the art of 
pbyſic to the higheſt pitch of excellence. 


IT is, however, a very good criterion 
af a patient's conſtitution, to determine, 
whether ſcratches, flight wounds, or any 
accidental excoriation, heal with facility; 
for it certainly indicates a healthful ha- 
bit: on the contrary, where inflam= 
mation, pain, and a difficulty of cure 
ſucceed to accidents of this nature, it 
may be depended on, ſome latent mor- 

bike 
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bific cauſe in the conſtitution, gives riſe 
to thoſe irritating effects. 


Tuxsz irritating effects have various 
cauſes; as climate, air, diet, exerciſes, 
&c. ſeaſons of the year ; particular habit; 
the incregſe or diminution of the ſecretions 
and excretions : all which ſhould be 
conſidered, and, as much as poſſible, 
aſcertained. Thoſe great and important 
objects are treated in p/1/o/ogy and ge- 
neral pathclogy ;* the application of which 
mult be left, in general, to the good ſenſe 
of the medical practitioner. 


On the Acrimony of the HUMOURS. 


IT muſt appear a plain fact, that vari- 
ous acrimonious ſtates of the fluids may 
retard the cure, or be the original cauſes 
of ulcers: this being eſtabliſhed ; an in- 
veſtigation and diſcovery of thoſe cauſes 
may be the beſt means of laying a rational 
foundation for the curative intentions of 


each particular ſpecies of ulcer, 
F 2 AN 


* In the Latin edition of my Schela Medicinæ Uni- 
ver/alis Neva, now in the preis, 


| 
| 
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AN acrimony is the impregnation of the 
humours of the body with ſome certain 
irritating particles, 


Tux cauſes and effects of acrimony are 
various ; as an enumeration of ſome of the 
molt common will clearly amplify. 


AN acid acrimony, chiefly, common to 
infants, is productive of the rickets, and 
ſometimes, even ulcers ; curable by anta- 
cids, bitters, &c. 


AN alcaline acrimony will produce ſpon— 
gious ſpreading ulcers of a putrid tendency; 
theſe I have frequently ſeen in hot cli- 
mates; where moſt diſeaſes terminate in 
putridity : in theſe caſes, bark and acids 


ſucceed. 


Tux muriatic acrimony, from reſpiring 
in the ſea air; from ſalted food; half pu— 
trid water; bad bread, and lying ina confined 
place: this produces ulcers about the 
gums; the teeth become often carious, 
and drop out ; large livid eruptions appear 
in different parts of the body, and ſpread- 


ing 
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ing ulcers form on the extremities, ſome- 
times with a caries of the bones, 


4 


Ne1THER bark nor acids cure theſe diſ- 
eaſes at ſea, and yet an infuſion of the ex- 
tract of malt, not only prevents, but cures 
this diſorder. Land air, freſh diet, ſweet 
water, plenty of vegetables, and cleanli- 


neſs, recover the patients ſpeedily, often 
in the moſt deſperate ſtages, 


A land ſcurvy may ariſe from feeding 
on too much animal food, particularly 
ſalted, or from uſing too much ſalt; which 
is a common cauſe of ulcers of the legs, 
and various eruptions of the inflammatory 
kind ; without any of the ſymptoms of 
the ſea ſcurvy; this requires quite a diffe- 
rent treatment : for antiphlogiſtics, as nitre, 
and ſometimes mineral alteratives, are ne- 


ceſſary. 


Va lous other acrimonies produce their 
effects in particular parts. 


As the Rheumatic in the tela celluloſa of 
the muſcles. 


Tur 
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Tus ſeropbulbus, in the lymphatic vel⸗ 
ſels and glands. 


Tugſſelirrus in the lips, noſe, breaſts, &c» 
Tux iecb, eryſipelas, and others in the ſkin. 


Tis venereal acrimony affects the lym- 
phatic glands, the fauces, the perioſteum 
and bones : curable by meicury. 


SouzE of theſe complaints are heredi- 
tary, and tranſmitted from parents to 
children. a | 


IT muſt be ſtriking to every reflecting 
mind, that theſe vaticty of cauſes produc- 
ing various effects, require different and 
oppoſite treatment. Ulcers of the legs 
ariſe from a multiplicity of cauſes, and 


therefore require many different modes of 


cure: but for practitioners who have ob- 
tained the public confidence, or credulity, 
no matter how, to ſolemnly aſſert, in a ma- 
vifterial and ſelf-important tone, that ul- 
cers ate /zcal diſeaſes, and that their cauſes 
are not to be inveſtigated, nor exiſt in the 

| patient's 
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patient's habit; argues the utmoſt igno- 
rance: When they proceed farther, and 
terrify the afflicted patients with the ap- 
prehenſion of ſome dangerous conſequences, 
from a cure of the ulcer; it can only 
ariſe from a want of application to the du- 
ties of their profeſſion ; from fome mean 
intereſted views ; or a vain ſuppolition, that 
their contracted knowledge, is the height of 
medical ſcience, and that the art itſelf ad- 
mits of no improvement. 


THe true cauſes of moſt diſeaſes are to 
be inveſtigated, by great induſtry, and 
11 though we may not immediately arrive at 
the ſummit of perfection ; yet thoſe who 
conſtantly make attempts to improve the art, 
by unwearied obſervation in practice, and 
reflection; will certainly ſucceed much bet- 2 
ter than thoſe, who receive every thing as 
they found it, without examination, and 
ſatisfy themſelves with the common vul- 
gar prejudices, Perhaps, it can be evidently 
proved, that medical education is, in many 
inſtances, radically defective, and if fo, what 
mult be the conſequences ? 


Having 
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HavinG adduced many proofs in ſup- 
port of the new doctrines concerning com- 
plicated ulcers; the varicus ſpecies are 
next to be conſidered: amongſt which the 
ſchrophulous, venereal, and cancerous are 
to be excluded; as the cauſe and cure of 
theſe are amply treated in my other writ- 
ings on thoſe ſubjects. 


On ULCERS mit accompanied with 
any ſpecified Diſeaſe, 

UNDER this claſs are, chiefly, con- 
fidered, thoſe ulcers which become difh- 
cult of cure from certain ſtates of the 
blood, either natural to the patient's ha- 
bit, or acquired by ſome irregularities, in 
what is called the non-naturals ; theſe may 
be denominated /and ſcorbutic ulcers, 


Of the Land Scorbutic Ulcer, which ſeems 


to ariſe from a tenacity of the Had, Jol ned 
with a muriatic acrimony. 


Tris ulcer is eaſily diſcoverable, by its 
inflammatory and painful ſymptoms, and 
a tendency to a ſurrounding calloſity: it is 
often ſuperficial, but ſometimes deep; un- 


accompanied with any other ſpecific ſymp= 


toms of diſeaſe. I's 
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IT generally happens to thoſe, who drink 
ſtrong malt liquors, as ale, or porter, or 
ſpirits, and eat much animal food: or, it may 
ariſe by accident, and continue, from the 
ſudden changes of air in this country, in 
conjunction with the other cauſes. 


PROGNDOS TEC 


THESE old ulcers are not very diffi- 1 
cult to cure, if patients obſerve a ſtrict f 
diet, and continue, a conſiderable time, the 

uſe of attenuating antiphlogiſtics, and mild 

metallic preparations, 


Fo c U R E. 


BLEEDING is neceſſary, and ſhould: 
be occaſionally repeated ; eſpecially if there 
ſhould appear an inflammatory buff on the 
ſurface of the craſſamentum; or in ple- 
thora. = 

Tax quantity of drinks ſhould be di- 
miniſhed, or thoſe of a lighter nature 
ſubſtituted, in the place of ſtrong malt li- 
quors. 


FRon half a grain to a grain of a well- 
prepared calomel in a pill, may be given, 
G two, 
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two, or three times a week, and continued 
two months after the cure is perfected.“ 


NiTRE from two drachms to an ounce 
may be diſſolved in a” quart of water, of 
which a tea-cup full may be taken twice, 
or thrice in the day, | 


The dreſſings may be the fame as in the 
ſimple ulcer. 


Tuls ſpecies of ulcer is very common 
among the lower claſs of people in Lon- 
don, and thouſands have been cured, un- 
der my own inſpection, by the above 
means. | | 


Tux ſubſequent is the general plan of 
diet conſtantly recommended, and given 
to theſe patients in writing. | 


BR DMA . 


NOT to exceed half a pint of tea, 
or milk. 


* I have always given to the poor, who attend at 
my houſe on the public days, from half a grain to a 
grain of what I call 4qzila alba, which is the mere. : 
dulc. decies ſub. pp*. This acts as an alterative, and 
never diſturbs the inteſting. | 
ToASTED 
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onen bread, with little or no butter. 


No food, whatever, to be uſed between 
breakfaſt and dinner. 


PLAIN meats, roaſt, or boiled, but 
not ſalted, and theſe in leſs quantity than 
uſual, 


SALT to be uſed very ſparingly. | 


VEGETABLES or roots may be eaten in 
moderation, if they do not produce flatu- 
lency. 


DNN 


To uſe half the uſual quantity of por- 
ter, or ale; but a lighter liquor is bet- 
ter; as ſmall beer, or ale and ſmall 
beer mixed. If tea be drank in the 
afternoon, the quantity ſhould be re- 
duced. 

D 

As light as poſſible, a potatoe, or toaſted 

bread, &c. or milk and bread. 

FE 79 AL, 
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ALL liquids to be drank ſparingly, vi- 
negar, lemon juice, and ſuch acids to be 


avoided; eſpecially while mineral alteratives 
are adminiſtered, 


EXERCISE to be uſed gently, ſo as never 
to excite pain in the ulcer, or fatigue to 
the patient, 


AlL ſpirituous liquors to be avoided. 


In preſcribing the neceſſary diet, it will 


be uſeful to enquire what foods the pa- 


tient has been accuſtomed to, for the 
preceeding years; by this means ſome 
errors, and perhaps the cauſe of the pre- 
vailing acrimony will be diſcovered. A- 
mong the inferior ranks of people, the 
cauſes may be too great a uſe of ſalted meats, 


alt, cheeſe, butter; too great a quantity of 


tea, ſpiritous liquors, or ſtrong malt li- 
quors, the being expoſed to cold and heats, 
the want of pure air, too much or too lit- 
tle exerciſe, coſtiveneſs or purgings, increaſe 
ed or diminiſhed perſpiration ; errors, in 
the ſecretion of the chyle, or in its ab- 
ſorption, from morbid zeſenteric glands ; 

or 
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or from too large, or too ſmall flow of 
bile to the duodenum. The former 
produces purging, the latter conſtipa- 
tion, and both cauſe a degeneracy of the 
fluids, The liver ſometimes is diſeaſed, 
which cannot be removed, but by pene- 
frating mineral alteratives, From theſe 
circumſtances, and many more too tedi- 
ous to mention, it muſt appear rational, 
that all theſe accidents, errors, or morbid 
ſtates of the viſcera, and other parts, ſhould 
be, as much as poſſible, aſcertained, and 
counteracted by a judicious choice of diet 
and remedies : hence a variety of curative 
intentions become abſolutely neceſſary, the 
greater part of which mult depend on a pro- 
found acquaintance with all the branches 
of medicine, and their application to the 
differences obſervable in nature, 


PERHAPS, eighty patients out of a 


hundred may be cured by the former and 
ſubſequent methods ; but in the remaining 


twenty, there may exiſt as great a variety in 


the conſtitutions as in the number of pati- 
ents, and from hence ariſes that nice part 


of practice, which requires an accurate 
diſ- 
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diſcrimination, between one caſe and ano- 
ther, between one conſtitution and anos 
ther: from a conſideration of which, the 
contra=indicutions in the modes of cure 
are determined by the natural, or aceiden- 
tal peculiarities in each individual. If iri 
any part of medicine, an extraordinary un- 
derſtanding, {kill and experience are requir- 
ed, it is in diſtinguiſhing the contra-indica- 
tions, and differences in the human habits. 
It is by the ſuperior poſſeſſion of this know- 
ledge, the reſult of deep ſtudy, extenſive 
practice, and cloſe obſervation, that one phy- 
fician will be more uſeful than many others, 
The common beaten track of any practice, 
however authoriſed, muſt be always in- 
adequate to many individual curative in- 


tentions. 

THE various impediments in the cure 
of ulcers already mentioned are to be pre-- 
vented, removed, or palliated by the ſkil} 
of the medical practitioner; in which the 
mildeſt methods ſhould be firſt preſcribed, 
then, more powerful; if thoſe ſhould not 
ſucceed, the moſt efficacious remedies 
are to be applied. All theſe ſhould 
be ſo conducted, as never to excite any 

rough 
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rough effefls in the habit, although the moſt 
powerful alteratives ſhould be exhibited. 


Tux ſkilful management in the doſes of 
the mineral preparations, adapted to each 


individual, can never be acquired, but 
by an immenſe and reiterated experience 


and obſervation; but the phyſician who 
begins with very ſmall doſes, and gradu- 
ally increaſes them, will ſeldom err. It 
ſhould ever be remembered, that any 
medicine, given as an alterative, to produce 
a change in the conſtitution, cannot anſwer 
that intention, 1f it prove purgative; nor 
will op:ates ever remove the cauſes of ha- 
bitual diſeaſes ; therefore they have been 
excluded in the preſent practice.“ 


On the Seaſons of the Year in the Cure of 


JL CER: 8; 
SPRING and SUMMER. 
IN the ſpring and ſummer, ulcers heal 
more kindly than in any other ſeaſon of the 


year, A Us 


* The prevailing faſhion of preſcribing hemlock, 
nightſhade, and other deadly poiſons as ſpecific reme- 
dies for the reſolution of glandular and other com- 
plaints, is highly abſurd, and often fatally injurious, 


opium likewiſe has been lately exhibited in caſes and 
conſtitutions diametrically oppoſite to reaſon, and ex- 


perience. 
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AUTUMN and WINTER. 


IN the autumn, ulcers are more tardy- 
of cure, and the winter is the moſt unfa- 
vourable of all the ſeaſons, for their in- 
Carnation, 


On the ſpongious, putrid, and ſpreading 
ULCER. 


THIS ulcer frequently ſucceeds the 
putrid or low remitting fevers, and is more 
common in hot climates, than in the nor- 
thern regions: an ulcer of this ſpecies 
may, likewiſe, ariſe from extreme cold, 
or heat, by which the parts have become 
ſphacelated. | 


THE principal cauſes of this ulcer 
ſeem to be, a partial, or general putreſcent 
acrimony,. from the. blood having loſt, in 
ſome degree, its cohering particles; hence 
debility in the ſolids, and a depravation of 
many functions; hence diſeaſed viſcera, 


and a degeneracy of the fluids. , 
| SYMP- 


ULCERS of ibe LEGS, &c. 49 


SYMPTOM S: 


Tux parts ſurrounding the ulcer are 
generally lax ; the ulcer diſcharges a fœtid 
ſanies, and its dimenſions daily increaſe by 
the deſtruction of the parts. 


PRO GN O$ST-1- Co: 
THE cure will be more or leſs dif- 
ficul: according to the cautes which gave 
riſe to the ulcer: if it ſhould have ariſen 
from fever, and there ſhould be reaſons to 
. conclude the viicera in an healthful ſtare, 


the cure, as in moſt other diſeaſes, will 
be more eaſily effected. 


On the cure of the ſpongious, putrid, and 
fpreading ULCER. 


* 


1F this ulcet ſhould appear after the 
putrid, or remitting fever, while recent, 
it may be cured by bark and the yitriolic 
acid with cordials, 


Ir the above methods ſhould not ſuc- 
ceed, there may be tome reaſon to ſuſpect 
H the 
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the viſcera to be diſeaſed ; particularly the 
liver: for the bark and vitriolic acids ad- 
miniſtered during the remiſſion of the fe- 
ver contract the opening of the ductus 
communis cholidochus in the duodenum, by 
which the [ver becomes either infamed or 
mndura'cd, and this I have repeatedly ſeen 
from the diſſection of morbid bodies, p 
mortem, in hot climates, It becomes there - 
fore a neceſſary practice, during the paro- 
xyſm of the fever, to give antimonials, as 
James's. Powder, or ſmall doſes of Tart. 
emet. and in the remiſſion antiſeptics: by 
thus alternately applying thoſe remedies, 
the moſt inveterate ſpecies of remitting 
fevers are ſometimes cured. I have ſuc- 
ceſsfully preſcribed ſmall doſes of calomel 
with James's powder, when the bile ducts 
have been contracted, and the whole body 
tinged with a deep yellow colour, the 
conſequences of a diſeaſed liver. 


Tre treatment of the recent putrid ul- 
cer, ſhould, in ſome meaſure, imitate the 


foregoing, and the bark ſhould be given 


freely. 


Exterr al 
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External Applications. 


THE ulcer ſhould be cleanſed with 
tincture of myrrh and bark; and dreſſed 
with the yellow baſilicon, mixed with oe 
terebinth. on lint. The dreflings ſhould be 
renewed, at leaſt, twice in the day, to pre- 


vent the abſorption, as much as poſſible, 
of the putrid acrimony. 


Of the fætid, but not ſpreading ULCER. 


FROM the contamination of the flu- 
ids by the former ſpecies of ulcer, or the 
_ omiſſion of antimonials and mercurial al- 
teratives in its early ſtages, the ulcer re- 
mains, does not ſpread; but is deep, and 
emits a very putrid ſmell, 


C USE . 


THESE ulcers may ariſe from a de- 
praved ſtate of the blood ſucceeding 
low remittent fevers, or from any other 
cauſes, by which the healthful texture of 
the blood is, in certain degrees, deſtroyed. 


H 2 TSE 
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Tus caſes often happen ta ſailors and 
ſoldiers,“ and continue in an incurable 
ſtate, from unſound viſcera. An ill per- 
formed digeſtion, a depraved chyle, a bad 
ſecreted bile, or a diffuſion of bile through 
the habit, are amongſt the principal cauſes 
of the ulcer remaining inveterate, 


CURE in very relaxed HABITS. 


Tur cure conſiſts in reſtoring the blaod 
to a more balſamic ſtate, by removing the 
cauſes of acrimony, and reſtoring the viſe 
cera to their natural functions. 


Tur application of remedies muſt be 
drawn from the ſtate of the patient's habit. 


Ir the ulcer be accompanied with great 
debility, pallor of countenance, a languid 
pulſe, and other general ſymptoms of re- 
laxation ; the bark, chalybeates, and other 
tonics, will be proper. 


* In the war before laſt, I had the care of many 
ſuch patients, at Bellifle, in the year 1761; and fince 
the late war, many have preſented themſelves, on my 
public days, for aſſiſtance, and have been cured. 


10. R 
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10. R. Pulv. cort. Peruv. 31jſs, 

Colcoth. vitriol. bene pulver. vel 

Flor. martial. 3ſs. 

Spec. aromat. Zij. Sſyr. imp. q. ſ. 
f. Elect. cujus ſumat Q. N. M. ter vel qua- 
ter de die. 


Or bark, mineral acids, and bitters, 
may be preſcribed, 


DuRiNG the uſe of theſe remedies, from 
half a grain to a grain of calomel, with 
three or four grains of any aloetic pill, may 
be taken every other night, to prevent coſ- 
tiveneſs, and remove obſtruction in the 
viſcera. 


All ſaline purges, and remedies of the 
antiphlogiſtic claſs, ſhould be avoided, as 
nitre, &c. 


Tux diet ſhould be dry, but nutritious, 
and tea uſed very ſparingly, leſt the bracing 
powers of the corroborants ſhould be coun- 
teracted, and the intentions of cure de- 


feated. 


of 
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oy the Foul Fatid ULCER in Habits 


not relaxed, 


THERE is a ſpecies of the fætid ulcer, 
in-which the conſtitution of the patient is 
not much relaxed nor debilitated. 


Tux ulcer is of a greeniſh, or livid hue, 
ſuperficial, or deep, but not ſpongious ; 
nor are the ſurrounding parts of a looſe 
texture, but rather inclinable to calloſity. 
The ſmell is, frequently, very fœtid, and 
the pain exquiſite, eſpecially ſome hours 
after receiving aliment. This ulcer may 
remain many years; but ſeldom without 
evident marks of a diſeaſed habit; which is 
molt diſtinguiſhable in the countenance ; 
where languor, diſcoloration, and uneaſi- 
neſs are ſtrongly painted; yet the patient 
purſues his occupation, or duties in life, 
without any extraordinary moleſtation. 


Tr1s ulcer receives its origin from va- 
rious cauſes, which, in general, exiſt in a- 
par- 
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partial, or univerſal deprayation of the 
blood. 


Tux viſcera ſeem to be particularly af- 
fected, 


D1GEsT10N is rarely well performed. 


A HEALTHFUL chyle 1s not abſorbed by 
the lacteals. 


Tux circulation ſeems to be impeded at 
the part affected, yet exciting ſufficient 
ſtimuſus, heat and irritation to prelerve 
the putreſcent ſymptoms, 


IT may be obſerved, that the putridity 
of the diſcharged fluids affects the general 
ſyſtem, in proportion, as the ſurrounding 
parts are looſe in texture, or attended with 


calloſity. 


Ir the ſurrounding parts ſhould be lax, 
the abſorbing veſſels will eaſier receive the 
ſemiputrid matter; but callous parts will not 


eaſily admit the return of the fluid; there- 
fore, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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fore, in the former, the blood is more, but 


in the latter, leſs contaminated with the 
alkaleſcent acrimony, 


WHERE a putreſcent acrimony once ex- 
iſts, a few particles may not only affect 
the immediate parts occupied by the ulcer, 
but likewiſe the whole ſyſtem. * 


U. 


Tur mode of cure being previouſly ac- 


commodated to all the foregoing circum- 
ſtances, the indications are: 


To remove the putrefactive and diſeaſed 
parts of the ulcer, and produce a good di- 
geſtion. | 


To correct the acrimony in the habit, by 
removing obſtructions or relaxation in the 
viſcera, 


THE ulcer may be cleanſed by what was 
recommended in the laſt ſpecies of ulcer ; 
* This is clearly explained in the pathological part 


of the Schola medicine univerſalis nova. 
Or 
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br the following ſolution is very uſeſul 
for this purpoſe. 


No. 11. R. Merc. corros. ſub, gr. vj. 
Aq. pur. tbjj. f. lotio. 


Tris may be applied to the ulcer by 
means of a feather, two or three times, 


previous to dreſſing it with the precipi- 
tate digeſtive. 


Ir the ſolution ſhould not anſwer the 
intention of deterging the ulcer, a fumi- 
gation of cinnabar fuctitium, or Athicp. 
mineralis, will ſoon reduce it to a purer 
tate; at the ſame time the fumes of an 
excellent alterative will be received, in a 
light manner, by reipiration. 


Internal Remedies. 


Tur pulvis mineralis in the doſe of a 
ſcruple, or half a dram three times a 
day, mixed in a little water, will be 
proper. 


1 A POWDER 
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A PowDER, compoſed of one third 
of the merc. dulc. ſexies ſub. pp*. and 
two thirds ſulph. antimonii præcipitatum, 
well rubbed together; or inſtead of the 
calomel, the ſame quantity of argentum 
vi vum, rubbed with the ſulph. precip. 
antimon, until the globules have diſap- 
peared, The latter will beſt agree with 
irritable ſtomachy, * 


A GRAIN, or two grains of either of 
theſe powders, may be made into a pill 
with any conſerve, and taken every night 
and morning ; or in ſome caſes three times 
a day, with or without a ſolution of nitre, 
joined with camphor. Theſe pills, if well 
prepared, never act as ſalivants, nor diſ- 
turb the inteſtines; which latter effect 
would entirely defeat their intention as al- 
teratives. | 


S Calomel ſublimed twelve times and well tritu- 
rated with water is what I call Agulla alla; its ope- 
ration is much milder than the common calomel ; 
but this preparation 13 not to be procured: I am 
quite convinced of its ſuperiority, and have always 
given it to the indigent, who apply for advice on my 
public days. 

| In 
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In patients with robuſt fibres, the nitre 
ſhould be preſcribed in tull quantities, and 
always diſſolved in water, or it may diſ- 
agree; but to weaker patients, in ſmaller 
doſes; in the nervous and debilitated, 
uitre ſhould be omitted or joined, with the 
ſpt. ammoniac. volat. or camphor, It is 
by theſe means an excellent corrector and 
penetrating medicine is conveyed into the 
habit; but it ſhould be obſerved, that 
mire ſeldom agrees well with the ſto- 
machs of thoſe who drink vine, cyder, 
or indulge with ſpirits. Perhaps the ſe. 
cretion of the defending mucus of the ſto- 
mach is diminiſhed, by thoſe liquors con- 
tracting the excretory veſſels of the mucal 
glands, or their acid particles may, in ſome 
meaſure, diflolve the mucus : hence the 
nervous papillæ of the flomach may be 
more ſuſceptible to any ſaline ſpiculæ, 
ſuch as ntre, and diſagreeable ſenſations 
may be thus produced. Very irritable ner- 
vous patients are relaxed by this neutral 
falt. Nitre, therefore, though an excel- 
lent remedy to the laborious, and drink- 
ers of malt liquors, whoſe ſtomachs are 

I 2 well 
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well defended by a mucus, may be in« 
jurious to thoſe who uſe cyder, wine, 
or undiluted ſpirituous liquors ; or where 
an exquiſite nervous ſenſibility exiſts, By 
long experience, and an unprejudiced at- 
tention to ſuch circumſtances, from reflect- 
ing on the probable cauſes, which pro- 
duce ſuch various and oppoſite ſenſations ; 
may frequently be diſcovered, why reme- 
dies are very cfticacious in Hol and, Ger- 
many, and England, where the people, in 
general, are groſs feeders; yet in France 
and Italy, the ſame medicines are not only 
unſalutary, but injurious. The Engliſh, 
Germans, and Dutch, in certain diftricts, 
bear the mercurins corro/ovus ful tmatus 
in ſmall doſes, when diluted; yet the 
French, Itallans, and Neapolitons rarely 
admit its exhibition without ſuffering 
painful and tormenting fenſations: this 
F have frequently ſeen in my continen— 
tal travels. The inferences from a num 
ber of ſuch obſervations are evident, 
and of the utmolt utility in practice. 
What will cure a diſeaſe in one country, 
or province, may do miſchief in another. 

5 VW hocver 
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Whoever follows with implicit faith the 
beſt medical precepts of cure, without 
minutely conſidering a variety of cir= 
cumſtances; as ſeaſon of the year, place 
of reſiden.e, peculiar conſtitutions and 
ſymptoms, will be often dilappointed, 
There never was, nor never will be, any 
regular, fixed, and infallible mode of prac- 
tice in medicine, that will conſtantly 
prove ſuccetsfu}. The art therefore ſhould 


never be confined; but conform to an 


infinity of mental, corporeal irregularities, 
and contrarictie-: for theſe have ever 
exiſted, will continue, and ſhould be ſe- 
riouſſy conſidered by every ſtudious phy- 
fician. A great part of practical medicine, 
depends on the good tenſe and judicious 
application of the practitioner; but as 
the gradations of human intellects are va- 


rious, as fome have naturally a quicker 
and juſter comęrchenſion of men and 
things than others; ſo muſt the ſucceſs 
of medicine conſtantly fluctuate, and be 
defective, or excellent, according to the 
partial knowledge, or extent of learning 
and genius in the preſcriver, 


On 
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On the chronic cutaneous ULCERS. * 


THE chronic cutaneous ulcers, are & 
ſpecies of ulcerations which rarely pene- 
trate deeper than the cutis of the legs, 
or other parts of the body; but often 


ſpread and continue for years. 


SYMPTOM S. 


Tux ſkin is deſtroyed in various de- 
grees, an acrimonious ſharp humor is diſ- 
charged; this drying and coagulating, 
ſcabs, fiſſures, and ſuperficial ulcerations 
are formed; all different in ſize and fi- 
gure. The parts affected itch violently, 
and bleed on being ſcratched; are often 
hot, and inflame, particularly in bed; 
preventing reſt in the night, the dry 
ſcaly eruptions or ſcurfs fall off, and 


* This diſcaſe is various in its appearance in dif- 
ferent ſubjects, and is ſcarce definable. Authors 
have given names according to the appearances, or 
parts affected: as Herpes exedens, Impetigo miliaris, 
Periſcelis, Collaris, Vitiliga ſeu Alphos, Leuce, &c. &c. 

art 


* 
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are repeatedly regenerated, and the diſor - 


ger is often an attendant on old age. 


CAUSE Ss. 


A mMURIATIC acrimony ſeems to 
prevail, and the pores in the cuti- 
cula being obſtructed, either from the 
circulating powers being diminiſhed, or 
external cold; the fluid which ſhould 
paſs off by perſpiration lodges itſelf, 
and becomes more acrid between the 
cutis and cuticula ; its ſharp acrimony of- 
ten deſtroying both, renders the external 
ſurface of the cellular ſubſtance like a 


| ſponge, from the openings of which iſ- 


ſue the ſharp humor, irritating the tender 
nervous papille on the cutis, producing 
that violent itching which no application 
in ſome caſes can allay. The conſtant 
determination of the acrid ſaline perſpirable 


matter towards the ſkin probably cauſes the 


long continuance of the ſymptoms, 


PRUGNO-ST IT .C 


THE cure of theſe ulcerations are 
ſometimes extremely difficult, the com- 
mon modes of treatment not only fail, 
but 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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but ſometimes the moſt improved mes 
thods have not ſucceeded : there are, 
however, many caſes curable, and all can 
be, in a certain degree, alleviated, * 


CUR 


THE general modes of cure ſhould be 


various according to the cauſes which gave 
riſe to the complaint. 


THe conſtitutions, age and ſex of pa- 


| tients ſhould be conſidered, 


Tux diet ſhould be dry, and regulated 


to the laſt mentioned circumſtances, the 
general precepts of which have already 
been delivered. | 


* Amoneſt a variety of cafes, about four ſince, 
two gouty patients, who had ſuffered extream mi- 
ſery many years, with theſe ſpecics of ulcerations 
extending from the foot to the knee, were cured by 
cinnab, ant. ſmall doſes of nitre, a pill of the agui- 
la alba occafionally, and proper regimen. One was 
between 60 and 70, the other between 70 and 80 
years old ; they are both now in periect health, nor 
haye the ulcers relapſed, | 


To 
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Tux particular indications are; to 
determine the humors, as much as poſ- 
fible, from the ſkin, when a profuſe acri- 
monious humor is diſcharged ; by ca- 
thartics, dry diet, and cooling diure- 
tics. 


To inveſtigate the cauſe, and correct 
the prevailing acrimony, by cinnabarine, 
antimonial, or ſuch like preparations, with 
or without nitre. 


To junior patients of healthful habits, 
eſpecially in plethora, bleeding is proper, 
and evacuating purgatives of the antiphlo- 
giſtic claſs three times a weck. Antimo- 
nial and mercurial alteratives already pre- 
ſcribed; ſolution of nitre ; or the pulvis 


minerals. 


In ſenior patients, purgatives may be im- 
proper: therefore, from 2j to Þifs of Cin- 
nabar of antimony, or Æthiops Mineral, 
with, or without ſmall doſes of nitre twice 


in the day, have corrected the acrimony, 
| K | and 
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and radically cured this ſpecies of ulcers in 
elderly patients. 


Ne. 11. R. Cinnab. antimon. Zij. 
Pulv. ſal. nitr. 
e tragacanth. c. aa Zi 
M. accurate, f. pulvis, di- 
videndus in iv vel vi doſes; 
ſumat unam bis vel ter de 
die ex coch. ij. aquæ puræ. 


In ſome inveterate caſes, from the ſix- 
teenth to the twelfch of a grain, of Merc. 
corros. ſub, and the ſame quantity of 
Tartarum emeticum, diſſolved in water, 
and taken in ſome ſaſſafras tea, twice a 
day, have effected many extraordinary 
cures, not only in theſe caſes, but in the 
moſt obſtinate ſcorbutic eruptions, and 
even in the leproſy. In ſuch very ſmall 
doſes, theſe remedies may be given with 
the utmoſt ſecurity: for they never diſ- 
turb the conſtitution even of the moſt de- 
licate perſons, unleſs the ſtomach ſhould 
labor under ſome particular affection.“ 


*The greateſt accuracy and exactneſs ſhould be 


No. 


obſetved in their preparation. 


ULCERS of e LEGS, &c. 67 


Ne. 12. R. Merc. corros. ſub. 
| Tart, emet. aa. gr. i ſolve in 
Aq. Roſar. 5viij capiat 5ij 
vel 3ſs mane et veſperi ex 
coch. iv infuſ. ſaſſafr. vel 
decocti farſaparellz, 


| To the above ſolution may be added, 
| if the preſcriber ſhould think it neceſſary- 
from zi ad 3ij of nitre. 


Tur ſame ſpecies of ulcer, in ſome in- 
ſtances, has been cured by drinking a 
decoction of the inner bark of elm pro 
fotu ordinario, and taking two or three 
times a week, the Glauber ſalts, or any 
other antiphlogiſtic purge, 


7 In very lax habits, or if the ſymptoms 
ſhould be periodical, the bark and tonics 
may be uſeful. External applications ſel- 
dom avail ; however, the unguentum emol 
liens, No. 8. with or without a ſmall por- 
tion of Goulard's extract, will ſometimes 


allay irritation: but this ſhould never be 
K 2 uſed 
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uſed until the internal remedies have been 
exhibited, * 


Cn the fnuous ULCER, 


AN ulcer without calloſity, ſeated in 
the interſtices of muſcles, or between the 
external adipoſe ſubſtance and muſcles, 
diſuniting parts which ſhould cohere, 
forming a cavity, and externally diſcharg- 
ing pus, ichor, or ſanies, is denominated 
a ſinuous ulcer, 
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ArscessEs not ſufficiently opened to 
evacuate the contained matter. An acti- 
monious ſerum corroding and dividing the 
cellular ſtructure of the cohering parts. 
Punctures, gun-ſhot, or other wounds. 
A putreſcent acrimony inſinuating itfelf 
into the interſtices of muſcles, or between 
the adipole membrane and muſcles: laſtly, 
abſceſſes forming in parts remote from 
the fituations in which they appear, as 


Oleum olivar. Acet. commun of each Zi. with 
Litharg. aur. 41. finely levigated, and well united, 
greatly allays itching and inflammation, 


in 


11 
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in the ulcer from an affection of the 
Pſoas internus muſcle, or ulcers in various 
parts of the thorax, abdomen, loins, back, 
ſuperior and inferior extremities, &c. 


PROGNUST HSC 


Tux proſpets of cure are dependant 
on the fituation of the ulcer and ſinus; 
on the poſſibility, or impoſſibility of pre- 
ciſely aſcertaining the direction of the ſi- 
nus; ſo that either by dilatation, com- 
preſs, counter opening, cr a ſeton, the 
cauſes may bz removed; but ſinuous ul- 
cers of the thorax. abdomen, or Pſoas 
muſcle are with difficulty cured, and the 
latter is often incurable. All ulcers fi- 
tuated in parts ſubject to conſtant motion 
are not caſily cured, 


COKE 


By dilating the wound in the direction 
of the ſinus, if there be no danger of 
wounding arteries, or nerves of conſe- 
quence, aroneuroſes of muſcles, or ten- 
dinous expanſions, By counter-openings, 
ſetons, or a ſponge tent. 


By 
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By well directed compreſſes. 


By injections of the ſolution N. 11, 
if an inciſted tumor ſhould have given 
riſe to the ulcer, by which means the 
ciſt will be deſtroyed, and a proper di- 
geſtion procured. 


Tur adminiſtration of remedies may 
be ſelected from the doctrines already de- 
Hvered : but it is neceſſary to remark, 
that ſome extraordinary cures have been 
performed in the white ſwelling of 
the knee, ſinuous ulcers of the loins 
and thigh by the aguiia alba, ſulphur 
auratum antimonii, nitrous ſolutions, and 
fumigations of cinnavar fattitium, and 
ſmall doſes of the Tart. emer. and merc. 
corroſiv. ſub. in conjunction with proper 
dreflings, well directed compreſs, and an 
extream dry diet.“ 


* A ſervant of a Baronet and another young 
man, both ſchrophulous, were radically cured by 
theſe means: the former had a white ſwelling in 
his knee, and loſt part of the thigh bone, the other 
had been diſeaſed ten years. See the 74 Caſes. 
Other Caſes might be adduced, 
Or 
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On fiſtulous ULCERS, 


A six vous ulcer, with a ſmall external 
orifice, accompanied with callofity of the 
ſurrounding parts, is called a fiſtulous 
ulcer. 


G V8 . 


THE cauſes are fmilar to thoſe of the 
ſinuous ulcer, FRE 


E= N . 


Tux cure muſt vary according to the 
degree of diſeaſe, and the parts affected; 
but the general plan may be conceived 
from what has been already ſaid of the 
ſinuous ulcer. If however, the fiſtula 
ſhould be in ano with the adeps coagu= 
lated in the cells of the membrane, and 
cinnabarine fumigations, with powerful 
alteratives already recommended, after a' 
long continuance, ſhould not prevail ; 
the operation for the fiſtula in ano is 

the 
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the laſt, though often miſerable re- 
ſource *. 


On callous old ULCERS. 


AN ulcer, continuing many years, ſur- 
rounded with an induration of the adi- 
pole membrane is, defined an old callous 
ulcer, 


C4088. 


THE general cauſes are the ſame as 
other ulcers, but the ſurrounding callo- 
ſity ſeems to originate in an inſpiſſation, 
or coagulation of the adeps in its cells, 
and a diminiſhed action in the arterial ; 
or a debility in the abſorbing powers of 
the venal ſyſtem, 


„ 


& 


Tux calloſity muſt be removed, or re- 
ſolved, or the ulcer cannot heal. Sur- 


* For a new mode of cure in the fiſtula lachry- 
malis, &c. ſee the Treatiſe on Diſeaſes of the Eyes. 


geons 


[7 
* 
1 
F 
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geons recommend the knife, cauſtics, or 
eſcharotics; but theſe rough methods are 
rarely, if ever neceſſary. Fumigations of 
cinnabar, or Æthiops mineralis ; pene- 
trating alteratives already mentioned of 
nitre, Athiops, cinnabar, aquila alba, or 


folutio Tartari emetici, joined with merc. 


corros. ſub. in very ſmall doſes, diſſolved 
in decoctions of farſaparella, julep. e cam- 
phor. &c. effectually remove the cauſe of 
the callous ulcer, and if long continued, 
with abſtinence from acids, produce the 
molt excellent cures, 


Tux general dreſſings already mentioned 


may be applied to theſe ulcers, or a ſo- 


lution of the merc. corraſivus ſub. gt. iv 
ad Bll} ague pure, as a fomentation, and 
deterger of the ulcer. 


On the carigus U L (© E R, 


AN ulcer, accompanied with a corrup- 


tion or caries of the bone, 1s called a ca- 
r10us ulcer, 


L 9 1 M P- 
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SYMPTOMS. | 


r r 


ö Ir is known by a very rancid fetor, | 
a livid or black diſcharge, by a looſe 

fungus, through which a probe being 

paſſed, the diſeaſe of the bone is eaſily 
diſcovered. 


C4 US R£Z 


| 

| A PUTRESCENT, cancerous, ſchrophu- 
| lous, or venereal acrimony corroding the 

| perioſteum, and denudating the bone, 

| 


C U R E. a | 


THz fungus muſt be deſtroyed, and the 
diſeaſed part of the bone removed; the 
1 latter is ſometimes performed by the ef- 
| forts of nature; but if not, and the ti- 
bia ſhould be affected, the caries may be 
removed by a raſpatory, which I think 
preferable to the application. of cauſtics, 
becauſe the former is more certain, where- 
as the latter may corrode deeper than is 


neceſſary, 


* 
* 


» 
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neceſſary, and produce conſiderable miſ- 
chief. * | 


Tux internal treatment ſhould be go- 
verned by a conſideration of the cauſes, 
which gave origin to the carious ulcer, 
In general, alteratives cure; if from acri- 
mony ; but if from the putrid diſpoſition 
of the fluids, bark, and tonics will be ne- 
ceſſary. 


| Of ULCERS of Various parts. 


 FETID ULCERS of the internal part 
of the ear, after reſiſting the moſt ap- 
proved common methods of cure from 
ten to twenty years, with and without 
deafneſs, have been radically cured by fu- 
migating the part with cinnab. fact. vel 


fEthiop min. by means of a machine 7 


* While I was a ſtudent at St. Thomas's hoſ- 
pital, between twenty and thirty years ago, I re- 
member Mr. Baker ſucceſsfully cured theſe ulcers 
by raſping the bone. 


+ Some years ago I invented a very ſimple ma- 
chine for this purpoſe, compoſed of a copper funnel 
with a curved tube, and the other parts ſimilar to the 
common fumigating apparatus, —See Caſes, &c. 


L 2 with 
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with a curved tube, in conjunction with 
mineral alteratives internally. 


UrLctRs, With caries of the bones of 
the head, have been removed by the ſame 
methods. 


ULcERs of the eye-lid or noſe, by re- 
moving various cauſes and fumigating the 
parts. | 


ULctRs of the lymphatic glands of the 
neck, or internally in the mouth, or about 
the fauces, by fumigations and the altera- 
tives recommended in cutaneous ulcers, 
and by deſtroying the eiſts, with eſcharo- 
tics, in glandular ulcers, 


Urexks of the thorax and abdomen, 
by counter-openings, ſetons, compreſs, and 
removing cauſes, 


Uros about the loins, back, or ſupe- 
rior part of the femoris, by the ſponge 
tent, compreſſes, dilating the wound, or 
by counter-openings. 


ULCERe 
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UrLcxRs of the ſuperior and inferior ex- 
tremities, by the various means already de- 
ſcribed. 


ULctrs from the anaſarcous dropſy are 
commonly incurable. 


VEnEREAL ULCERS are beſt cured by 
fumigation of Xthiops, and mercurial re- 
medies internally or externally. 


Uros from the /eprofy, and the le- 
proſy itielf has been effectually cured by a 
ſolution of merc. corros. ſub. joined with 
tart, emet. or by Ward's white drop and 
decoctio lignorum cum nitro. 


True Ap TH, or thruſh, from putrid 
cauſes by lotions of borax and anteſcep= 


tics ; from acidities in children by anta- 


cids and gentle laxatives of rhubarb, mag- 
neſia, and a dry diet. 


THE achores or fav, or a glutinous diſ- 
charge from the foraminula in the head, 
conglutinating the hair; by weak mercu- 
rial unguents applied to the vertex, purg- 
da, alteratives of the mineral claſe, a dry 
diet 
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diet, and abſtinence from all ſalted food, 
butter, &c. 


Tur tinea, or ſcald head, by the fame 
means. 


THrt cruſta lactea in children with hu- 
midity or not, by giving the nurſe, if the 
child ſucks, mineral alteratives, and to the 
child Æthiops mineralis, or a pill of calo- 
mel gr. ſs with gr. j. of Kermes min, 
twice in a week, for a month. 


UrcERs in the urinary paſſages by 
ſtrong ſolutions of camphor, mineral alter- 


atives, nitre, &c. 


DRY UI ERS, by promoting a diſ- 
charge, with digeſtive unguents. 


FisTULOUS ULCER of the cheek pe- 
netrating the ductus ſlenonianus, either 
from an accident, or by inciſion igno- 
rantly made externally in this part. 


By an internal perforation of the tu- 
nic of the mouth. 


FisTULOUs ULceR of the urinary paſ- 
lage in any part of the urethra, by in- 
ciſions 
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cifions on each fide of the lips of the 
ulcer, and promoting granulations with di- 
geſtives. By preventing the diſcharge of 
urine through the aperture, and the in- 
ternal ſtricture by the uſe of medicated 
bougies; by the hair-lip operation. 


A fiſtula urinaria poſt partum in fe- 
males is to be cured in a ſimilar man- 
ner. 


TIME neceſſary in curing ULCERS, 

Tur cure depending on changing the 
conſtitution ; in ſome patients, it is ne- 
ceſſary to perſevere in the modes of cure 
many months. 


RULES fo be obſerved after the CURE 
of ULCERS. 


I. Tur medicines adminiſtered during 


the cure ſhould be continued for two 


months after the cicatriſing any habitual 
ulcer. 


II. Theformer accuſtomed diet ſhould 
be gradually introduced. 


III. Cool IN laxatives to the florid and 
plethoric, and bitter ſtomachic eecopro- 
tics 
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tics to the palid and debilitated cachetic 


habits, ſhould be occaſionally preſcribed. 


IV. BLeevinG ſpring and autumn is pro- 
per, unleſs in debility, old age, gout, &c. 


V. Txx pulvis mineralis is a good pre- 
ſervative in this changeable climate, in 
different ſeaſons. 


VI. ALL exceſſes ſhould be avoided, 
particularly in drinking. 


VII. PRRSDIRATION ſhould be, at 
times, promoted in bed with antimonials, 


VIII. Tur parts formerly affected ſhould 
be defended againſt external injury by the 
emplaſtrum fimplex, a laced ſtocking if va- 
ricous, &c. | 


IX. WHATEyER errors in diet may 
have cauſed the ulcer, ſhould be carefully 
avoided. 


X. TEMPERANCE above all things 
ſhould be purſued. 


) 


